authority to govern 'its own affairs' was to be full and complete, subject only to temporary review and supervision in relation to certain specific areas. Such an arrangement would not have been inconsistent with the assumption or preservation of full sovereignty, as international practice, for instance in relation to Bosnia and Herzegovina, has demonstrated.
The failure of the Ahtisaari package to gain acceptance by Serbia, and by the UN Security Council, complicated the application of the scheme of supervised independence. In the end, Kosovo unilaterally declared independence on 17 February 2008. In its Declaration, the Kosovo Assembly noted that Kosovo "is a special case arising from Yugoslavia's non-consensual breakup and is not a precedent for any other situation". In substance: 254 We, the democratically elected leaders of our people, hereby declare Kosovo to be an independent and sovereign state. This declaration reflects the will of our people and it is in full accordance with the recommendations of the UN Special Envoy Martti Ahtisaari and his Comprehensive Proposal of the Kosovo Status Settlement. We declare Kosovo to be a democratic, secular and multi-ethnic republic, guided by the principles of non-discrimination and equal protection under the law. We shall protect and promote the rights of all communities in Kosovo and creation the conditions necessary for their effective participation in political and decision-making process. … We hereby affirm, clearly, specifically, and irrevocably, that Kosovo shall be legally bound to comply with the provisions contained in this Declaration, including, especially the obligations for it under the Ahtisaari Plan. In all of these matters, we shall act consistent with principles of international law and resolutions of the Security Council of the United Nations, including resolution 1244 (1999). We declare publicly that all states are entitled to rely upon this declaration, and appeal to them to extend to us their support and friendship.
The Declaration had been adopted unanimously, by 109 votes, including those of virtually all non-Serb minorities. The ten
